Psychosocial issues in children on hospital haemodialysis: nurses' views.
In a sample of 21 children and adolescents on hospital haemodialysis, nurses identified a substantial percentage of the children (about half) as having marked problems in psychological adjustment. Nearly half of the children were also regarded as showing poor compliance with aspects of treatment other than dialysis. More children were rated as disturbed by nursing than by research psychiatric assessments; there was limited congruence between nurses' and parent/child ratings of problems in physical well-being or in treatment compliance. The reasons for these discrepancies are explored. Our results highlight the importance that psychological aspects in the nursing of children with chronic renal failure on hospital haemodialysis are recognised.